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When one reviews the whole field of slavery
to-day, and the public attitude towards it, one
cannot fail to be impressed with the fact, that whilst
every one agrees that slave-raiding and slave-
trading are crimes to be universally detested and
condemned, there is a widespread tolerance of
the ownership of slaves. Happily, this public
tolerance of the institution is held almost exclusively
either by those whose consciences have never been
roused by contact with the facts, or by those who
possess some vested interests in the institution.
All our Colonial administrators who have been
brought into close contact with the evils of the
institution of slavery unhesitatingly condemn it.
Lojd Lugard thus characterises the moral and
economic evils which attend the practice of
slavery :
" However inevitable in the earliest stages of develop-
ment the institution of slavery may be, its moral results
are undeniably disastrous. To the slave-owners the
exercise of despotic power, without external check, in all
the relations of daily life is demoralising. Self-control
is weakened, susceptibility to flattery, harshness, or even
cruelty, as well as immorality, are encouraged, and in-
dolence, with a contempt for industry, becomes natural.
To the slave the effect is hardly less demoralising.
He is deprived of the dignity of manhood. He is without
responsibility and without incentive to work other than
the fear of punishment. His status approximates to that
of his master's cattle.
By perpetuating the institution of slavery the African